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This finely illustrated book offers a simple yet comprehensive 'grammar' of a
new discipline. Performance Art first became popular in the fifties when artists
began creating 'happenings'. Since then the artist as a performer has challenged
many of the accepted rules of the theatre and radically altered our notion of what
constitutes visual art. This is the first publication to outline the essential
characteristics of the field and to put forward a method for teaching the subject as
a discipline distinct from dance, drama, painting or sculpture.
Taking the theory of primary and secondary colours as his model, Anthony
Howell posits three primaries of action and shows how these may be mixed to
obtain a secondary range of actions. Based on a taught course, the system is
designed for practical use in the studio and is also entertaining to explore.
Examples are cited from leading performance groups and practitioners such as
Bobbie Baker, Orlan, Stelarc, Annie Sprinkle, Robert Wilson, Goat Island, and
Station House Opera.
This volume, however, is not just an illustrated grammar of action - it also shows
how the syntax of that grammar has psychoanalytic repercussions. This enables
the performer to relate the system to lived experience, ensuring a realisation that
meaning is being dealt with through these actions and that the stystem set forth is
more than a dry structuring of the characteristics of movement.
Freud's notion of 'transference' and Lacan's understanding of 'repetition' are
compared to a performer's usage of the same terms. Thus the book provides a
psychoanalytic critique of performance at the same time as it outlines an efficient
method for creating live work on both fine art and theatre courses.
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This finely illustrated book offers a simple yet comprehensive 'grammar' of a new discipline. Performance
Art first became popular in the fifties when artists began creating 'happenings'. Since then the artist as a
performer has challenged many of the accepted rules of the theatre and radically altered our notion of what
constitutes visual art. This is the first publication to outline the essential characteristics of the field and to put
forward a method for teaching the subject as a discipline distinct from dance, drama, painting or sculpture.
Taking the theory of primary and secondary colours as his model, Anthony Howell posits three primaries of
action and shows how these may be mixed to obtain a secondary range of actions. Based on a taught course,
the system is designed for practical use in the studio and is also entertaining to explore. Examples are cited
from leading performance groups and practitioners such as Bobbie Baker, Orlan, Stelarc, Annie Sprinkle,
Robert Wilson, Goat Island, and Station House Opera.
This volume, however, is not just an illustrated grammar of action - it also shows how the syntax of that
grammar has psychoanalytic repercussions. This enables the performer to relate the system to lived
experience, ensuring a realisation that meaning is being dealt with through these actions and that the stystem
set forth is more than a dry structuring of the characteristics of movement.
Freud's notion of 'transference' and Lacan's understanding of 'repetition' are compared to a performer's usage
of the same terms. Thus the book provides a psychoanalytic critique of performance at the same time as it
outlines an efficient method for creating live work on both fine art and theatre courses.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Anthony Howell was the founder and director of The Theatre of Mistakes - a performance company of the
seventies noted for its work in galleries as well as in theatres - and is the co-author of Elements of
Performance Art, the first compendium of performance exercise. He has performed at the Tate Gallery
(London), at the Paula Cooper Gallery (New York) and at the Paris and Sydney Biennales, as well as at the
Jeanetta Cochrane Theatre (London), the Theatre for the New City (New York) and the Théâtre Dejazet
(Paris). Recently he created "Commentary on Klein" for London's Hayward Gallery. A Senior Lecturer in art
and performance, he is the editor of Grey Suit: Video for Art and Literature, and for several years he has
organised the performance festival "Cardiff Art in Time". He has also published a novel and seven books of
poetry, and has lectured and performed at theatre festivals, at universities and at art galleries in Denmark,
Serbia and Macedonia. He recently directed The Infernal Triangle at the ICA, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kerri Goodman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Analysis of
Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies) suitable to you? The
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Analysis of Performance
Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies)is the main of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Jennifer Howard:

The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies) can
be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice
(Contemporary Theatre Studies) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial thinking.



Erin Marshall:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre
Studies) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Christine Emmons:

You may get this The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary
Theatre Studies) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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