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The American women’s movement was one of the most influential social
movements of the twentieth century. Beginning with small numbers, the
women’s movement eventually involved tens of thousands of women and men.
Longstanding ideas and habits came under scrutiny as activists questioned and
changed the nation’s basic institutions, including all branches of government, the
workplace, and the family. Nancy MacLean’s introduction and collection of
primary sources engage students with the most up-to-date scholarship in U.S.
women’s history. The introduction traces the deep roots of the women’s
movement and demonstrates the continuity from women’s activism in the labor
movement and New Deal networks, the black civil rights movement, and the
peace movement to the height of Second Wave feminism and into the Third
Wave. The primary sources reflect the social breadth and depth of the movement.
Dispelling the misconception that the American women’s movement was solely a
white, middle-class cause, the documents include the voices of women of all
ages, classes, and ethnicities. Topics addressed range from wage discrimination,
peace activism, housework and childcare, sexuality, and reproductive rights to
welfare, education, socialism, violence against women, and more. Document
headnotes, a chronology of the women’s movement, questions for consideration,
a selected bibliography, and index support student learning, classroom
discussion, and further research.
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The American women’s movement was one of the most influential social movements of the twentieth
century. Beginning with small numbers, the women’s movement eventually involved tens of thousands of
women and men. Longstanding ideas and habits came under scrutiny as activists questioned and changed the
nation’s basic institutions, including all branches of government, the workplace, and the family. Nancy
MacLean’s introduction and collection of primary sources engage students with the most up-to-date
scholarship in U.S. women’s history. The introduction traces the deep roots of the women’s movement and
demonstrates the continuity from women’s activism in the labor movement and New Deal networks, the
black civil rights movement, and the peace movement to the height of Second Wave feminism and into the
Third Wave. The primary sources reflect the social breadth and depth of the movement. Dispelling the
misconception that the American women’s movement was solely a white, middle-class cause, the documents
include the voices of women of all ages, classes, and ethnicities. Topics addressed range from wage
discrimination, peace activism, housework and childcare, sexuality, and reproductive rights to welfare,
education, socialism, violence against women, and more. Document headnotes, a chronology of the women’s
movement, questions for consideration, a selected bibliography, and index support student learning,
classroom discussion, and further research.
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Editorial Review

Review
'At long last a collection that dispels the myth that feminism was a movement of white middle-class women
only! Longtime activists from labour union, civil rights, and homophile movements played their part as did
young women from different races, classes, and sexual preferences. Nancy MacLean conveys the diversity,
dynamism, and development of the movement with an incisive introductory essay and compelling
documents. Students and teachers alike will find much to consider and discuss.' - Nan Enstad, University of
Wisconsin, Madison, USA

About the Author
NANCY MACLEAN Ph.D. University of Wisconsin, 1989 is professor of history and African American
studies at Northwestern University. She studies the workings of class, gender, race, and region in twentieth-
century social movements and public policy. Her first book, Behind the Mask of Chivalry: The Making of the
Second Ku Klux Klan 1994, was named a "noteworthy" book of the year by the New York Times Book
Review, and received the Rawley Prize from the Organization of American Historians, the Owsley Prize
from the Southern Historical Association, and the Rosenhaupt Award from the Woodrow Wilson National
Fellowship Foundation. Her most recent book, Freedom Is Not Enough: The Opening of the American
Workplace 2006, received an Outstanding Book Award from the Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of
Bigotry and Human Rights, the Willard Hurst Prize for best book in sociolegal history from the Law and
Society Association, the Labor History Best Book Prize from the International Association of Labor History
Institutions, the Richard A. Lester Prize for the Outstanding Book in Labor Economics and Industrial
Relations, and the Lillian Smith Book Award from the Southern Regional Council.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacey Samuels:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The
Bedford Series in History and Culture).

Scot Vines:

Here thing why this specific The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with
Documents (The Bedford Series in History and Culture) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious
as food or not. The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The
Bedford Series in History and Culture) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any



guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A
Brief History with Documents (The Bedford Series in History and Culture). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The American
Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford Series in History and
Culture) in e-book can be your substitute.

Ann Goddard:

This The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford Series
in History and Culture) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The
Bedford Series in History and Culture) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000:
A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford Series in History and Culture) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lillian Kea:

The book The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford
Series in History and Culture) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style
to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you.
The book The American Women's Movement, 1945-2000: A Brief History with Documents (The Bedford
Series in History and Culture) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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