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Empiricism provides the backbone of knowledge creation within social science
disciplines (e.g., psychology, sociology) and applied domains of study (e.g.,
education, administration) alike. Yet, relative to such domains of inquiry,
comparatively little empirical research on evaluation has occurred, and the
research knowledge base been infrequently synthesized and integrated to
influence theory and practice. The proposed book aims to fill this void with
regard to participatory evaluation, a set of collaborative approaches to evaluation
that is receiving considerable attention of late, including a growing body of
empirical studies. The authors begin in Part 1 with the delineation of a widely
known and familiar conceptual framework for participatory evaluation. They
then use the framework in Part 2 as a guide to conducting an extensive review of
the extant empirical knowledge base in participatory evaluation, culminating in a
thematic analysis of what we know about the approach. In Part 3 the authors
focus on methodological considerations of doing research on participatory
evaluation through a critique of existing studies and an explication of design
choices drawn from their own research program. The book concludes in Part 4
with implications for moving the field forward in terms of important research
questions, methodological direction and evaluation practice. This book will be of
central interest to evaluation theorists and to those who choose to conduct
research on evaluation; appeal will be conceptual and methodological. It will
provide excellent supplementary reading for graduate students, many of whom
seek to develop empirical studies on evaluation as part of their graduate
programs. Rife with examples of participatory evaluation in practice, and
practical implications, the book will also benefit evaluation practitioners with an
interest in evaluation capacity building and participatory and collaborative
approaches to practice.
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Empiricism provides the backbone of knowledge creation within social science disciplines (e.g., psychology,
sociology) and applied domains of study (e.g., education, administration) alike. Yet, relative to such domains
of inquiry, comparatively little empirical research on evaluation has occurred, and the research knowledge
base been infrequently synthesized and integrated to influence theory and practice. The proposed book aims
to fill this void with regard to participatory evaluation, a set of collaborative approaches to evaluation that is
receiving considerable attention of late, including a growing body of empirical studies. The authors begin in
Part 1 with the delineation of a widely known and familiar conceptual framework for participatory
evaluation. They then use the framework in Part 2 as a guide to conducting an extensive review of the extant
empirical knowledge base in participatory evaluation, culminating in a thematic analysis of what we know
about the approach. In Part 3 the authors focus on methodological considerations of doing research on
participatory evaluation through a critique of existing studies and an explication of design choices drawn
from their own research program. The book concludes in Part 4 with implications for moving the field
forward in terms of important research questions, methodological direction and evaluation practice. This
book will be of central interest to evaluation theorists and to those who choose to conduct research on
evaluation; appeal will be conceptual and methodological. It will provide excellent supplementary reading
for graduate students, many of whom seek to develop empirical studies on evaluation as part of their
graduate programs. Rife with examples of participatory evaluation in practice, and practical implications, the
book will also benefit evaluation practitioners with an interest in evaluation capacity building and
participatory and collaborative approaches to practice.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

J. Bradley Cousins is professor of Evaluation at the Faculty of Education, University of Ottawa. Cousins
main interests are in program evaluation including participatory and collaborative approaches, use, and
capacity building. He received his PhD in Educational Measurement and Evaluation from the University of
Toronto in 1988. Throughout his career he has received several awards for his work in evaluation including
the Contribution to Evaluation in Canada award (CES, 1999), the Paul F. Lazarsfeld Award for Theory in
Evaluation (AEA, 2008) and the AERA Research on Evaluation Distinguished Scholar Award (2011). He
has published many articles and books on evaluation and was editor of the Canadian Journal of Program
Evaluation from 2002 to 2010. Throughout his career, Cousins has had considerable experience planning,
delivering, and evaluating evaluation training and capacity building in Canada and abroad. Internationally he
led evaluation capacity building in Central and West Africa and a major three and one-half year project in
India. He is currently leading a nation-wide evaluation of teacher in-service training in that country in
collaboration with several of the people he had previously trained. Cousins completed a three and one-half
year term as director of the Centre for Research on Educational and Community Services at the University of
Ottawa in July 2015. He continues to be an active member of CRECS, which has a strong mandate for
research and evaluation capacity building. For more information, visit www.crecs.uottawa.ca.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

In other case, little people like to read book Participatory Evaluation Up Close: An Integration of Research-
Based Knowledge (Evaluation and Society). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important any book Participatory Evaluation Up Close: An Integration
of Research-Based Knowledge (Evaluation and Society). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet product.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Doris Moreno:

Typically the book Participatory Evaluation Up Close: An Integration of Research-Based Knowledge
(Evaluation and Society) will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The
book Participatory Evaluation Up Close: An Integration of Research-Based Knowledge (Evaluation and
Society) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.



Shannon Lynch:

The e-book with title Participatory Evaluation Up Close: An Integration of Research-Based Knowledge
(Evaluation and Society) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Joseph Rankins:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Participatory Evaluation Up Close: An
Integration of Research-Based Knowledge (Evaluation and Society) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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