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This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of
his birth, by presenting an overview of the current debates based on Ellul's
insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century thinkers about
technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics
such as globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and
study them from a technological perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of
modern society, and addresses the reception of his work on the technological
society, the notion of efficiency, the process of symbolization/de-symbolization,
and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems, as
well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the
issues Ellul saw as crucial – such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences
and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have grown exponentially,
on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They
pursue an understanding of Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the
traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one hand, the experience
of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence,
as well as “revealed knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The
meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at Ellul’s work as a whole, but
above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.
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This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of his birth, by presenting an
overview of the current debates based on Ellul's insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century
thinkers about technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics such as
globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and study them from a technological
perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of modern society, and
addresses the reception of his work on the technological society, the notion of efficiency, the process of
symbolization/de-symbolization, and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems,
as well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the issues Ellul saw as crucial –
such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have
grown exponentially, on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They pursue an understanding of
Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one
hand, the experience of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence, as well as “revealed
knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at
Ellul’s work as a whole, but above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This volume rethinks the work of Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) on the centenary of his birth, by presenting an
overview of the current debates based on Ellul's insights. As one of the most significant twentieth-century
thinkers about technology, Ellul was among the first thinkers to realize the importance of topics such as
globalization, terrorism, communication technologies and ecology, and study them from a technological
perspective.

The book is divided into three sections. The first discusses Ellul’s diagnosis of modern society, and
addresses the reception of his work on the technological society, the notion of efficiency, the process of
symbolization/de-symbolization, and ecology. The second analyzes communicational and cultural problems,
as well as threats and trends in early twenty-first century societies. Many of the issues Ellul saw as crucial –
such as energy, propaganda, applied life sciences and communication – continue to be so. In fact they have
grown exponentially, on a global scale, producing new forms of risk.

Essays in the final section examine the duality of reason and revelation. They pursue an understanding of
Ellul in terms of the depth of experience and the traditions of human knowledge, which is to say, on the one
hand, the experience of the human being as contained in the rationalist, sociological and philosophical
traditions. On the other hand there are the transcendent roots of human existence, as well as “revealed
knowledge,” in the mystical and religious traditions. The meeting of these two traditions enables us to look at
Ellul’s work as a whole, but above all it opens up a space for examining religious life in the technological
society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melvin Groth:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society in the 21st
Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) had been making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Jacques Ellul and the
Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) is not only giving
you much more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Jacques Ellul and the
Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology). You never sense
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Patricia Stewart:

This Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and



Technology) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Jacques Ellul and the
Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and
Technology) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Jacques Ellul and the Technological Society in the 21st
Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) having great arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mark Miller:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Jacques Ellul and the
Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Jacques Ellul and the Technological
Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology)is one of several books in which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Vincent Espinoza:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Jacques Ellul
and the Technological Society in the 21st Century (Philosophy of Engineering and Technology), you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a e-book.
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