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It's time for Joe to learn how to play dead. But no matter what Mother Possum
does, Joe can't help laughing. She pretends to be a hungry fox. She growls like a
coyote. She shakes him like a wildcat. But Joe just laughs and laughs. Until a
grumpy old bear comes along and teaches Joe a lesson he'll never forget.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A possum can't keep a straight face when his mother tries to teach him to play dead. PW wrote: "Joe's
giggles, conveyed so mirthfully in the pictures, are pretty contagious." Ages 4-8. (Apr.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
PreSchool-Grade 2. Joe the possum's irrepressible giggle gets in the way when his mother tries to teach him
a life skill: playing possum. Time after time he fails, until his mother asks him, sighing, "What will you do
when real danger comes?" When grumpy Mr. Bear comes from the woods, Joe comes through, only to find
that Bear has come to him for help. At last, the two exchange favors: Joe learns to play dead and Mr. Bear
learns to laugh. The possums live in a typical human household, and Joe's friends are warm and supportive
animals. The setting is so cozy that when Mr. Bear appears, he's just not that scary. Charming watercolor-
and-ink art, effective use of white space, and varied page design make this slim story a satisfying visual
experience. Despite all the giggles though, Joe's laugh is just not that convincing.?Carolyn Noah, Central
Mass. Regional Library System, Worcester, MA
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Ages 3^-6. The many fans of Kasza's The Wolf's Chicken Stew (1987) will be delighted by her latest, very
funny picture book. Little Joe Possum has an unusual problem: he giggles so much that he can't play dead.
Mother Possum is worried and decides to give her beloved boy lessons in, well, playing possum. First, she
sniffs Joe's fur "like a hungry fox." Then, she pokes him like a nasty coyote. Finally, she shakes the tyke
"like a scary wildcat." But each time Joe just laughs--until he is confronted by a real-life grumpy old bear.
The rhythmic text moves along at a fast clip, and the warmhearted watercolors are irresistible. All the
characters, including Joe's animal pals who watch the proceedings from a safe distance, are vibrantly
individualized. The tale's plot twist, and a surprise ending to boot, will engage story-timers. Julie Corsaro

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alice Bowers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Don't Laugh, Joe! (Picture Puffin Books).

Elaine Moore:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Don't Laugh, Joe! (Picture Puffin
Books) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Patsy Kuster:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining
a book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Don't Laugh, Joe! (Picture
Puffin Books) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Alejandro Colon:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Don't Laugh, Joe! (Picture Puffin Books) was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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