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Now in paperback, the true story of Marcenia Lyle, an African American girl
who grew up to become "Toni Stone," the first woman to play for a professional
baseball team

One day in the 1930s, Marcenia and the boys she plays ball with learn that Gabby
Street, a famous baseball manager, is scouting children for a baseball summer
camp sponsored by the St. Louis Cardinals. Eager to earn a spot, Marcenia plays
her best, but is discouraged when Mr. Street tells her there are no girls in his
camp. Convinced that baseball is her destiny, Marcenia won't give up, ultimately
proving her skill and passion to Mr. Street and her dubious parents.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3–This anecdotal tale is based on the childhood of Marcenia Toni Stone Lyle Alberga
(1921-1996), who became the first woman to play professional baseball. As a girl, Marcenia dreams only of
playing baseball, while her strict but loving parents suggest that she stick to dolls and focus on school. One
night she overhears them ruefully acknowledge the limited options that lie in store for most African-
American girls: teaching, nursing, or being a maid. Marcenia promises herself that she'll achieve her goal.
Opportunity arrives in the form of Gabby Street, manager of the St. Louis Cardinals, who runs a free baseball
camp for kids. He's impressed by her talent, but doesn't allow girls to participate. The story ends with her
acceptance into the camp and her determination to make her dream come true. An afterword sums up Lyle's
name change and her career, including the fact that she filled the spot vacated by Hank Aaron when he
joined the Major Leagues. Hubbard's lively text does a fine job of capturing this young heroine's
unquenchable spirit. DuBurke's balanced pen-and-ink and acrylic artwork strongly supports the mood and
emotion of the text. Much like its winsome, pigtailed heroine, this heartwarming picture book will inspire
and engage dreamers young and old.–Marilyn Taniguchi, Beverly Hills Public Library, CA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
PreS-Gr. 2. In her torn dress and street shoes, Marcenia, who is growing up in the 1920s, bests many of the
boys on her baseball team. But her father criticizes her "tomboy" interests, and a scout for a local baseball
camp refuses to accept a girl on the team. Marcenia vows to play hard and change the scout's mind, and she
finally wins a spot on the team. An afterword explains that Marcenia grew up to become Toni Stone, the first
woman to play for a professional baseball team. Hubbard never clarifies which parts of the story, rich in
dialogue and detail, are based on true events. She does, however, write with sensory precision that conveys
the thrilling feel of playing ("the powdery taste of dust clouds"; "the sting" of a baseball slamming into a
mitt), while DuBurke's textured ink and acrylic images emphasize Marcenia's excitement on the field and
yearning at home. Children, especially girls, will cheer for Marcenia as she defies the narrow expectations
for young women of the time and fiercely pursues her dream. Gillian Engberg
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
In her torn dress and street shoes, Marcenia, who is growing up in the 1920s, bests many of the boys on her
baseball team. But her father criticizes her 'tomboy' interests, and a scout for a local baseball camp refuses to
accept a girl on the team. Marcenia vows to play hard and change the scout's mind, and she finally wins a
spot on the team. An afterword explains that Marcenia grew up to become Toni Stone, the first woman to
play for a professional baseball team. [Hubbard's] story [is] rich in dialogue and detail. She . . . write[s] with
sensory precision that conveys the thrilling feel of playing ('the powdery taste of dust clouds'; 'the sting' of a
baseball slamming into a mitt), while DuBurke's textured ink and acrylic images emphasize Marcenia's
excitement on the field and yearning at home. Children, especially girls, will cheer for Marcenia as she
defies the narrow expectations for young women of the time and fiercely pursues her dream. --Booklist

Marcenia Lyle wants to be a professional baseball player. But as an African-American female in the 1930s,
she has many strikes against her. Her parents are loving, but realistic about her limited options. When the St.
Louis Cardinals manager Gabby Street forms a boys' baseball day camp, he refuses to consider allowing her
to join. However, Marcenia dazzles him with her daring and skill until he agrees to let her join and even

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


supplies the baseball shoes she lacks. Hubbard [chooses] to present a vignette . . . [and in the] afterword . . .
the reader learns the facts of Marcenia's real life as the first female player on a professional baseball team.
[DuBurke's] acrylic illustrations beautifully enhance the text. --Kirkus Reviews

This anecdotal tale is based on the childhood of Marcenia "Toni Stone" Lyle Alberga (1921-1996), who
became the first woman to play professional baseball. As a girl, Marcenia dreams only of playing baseball,
while her strict but loving parents suggest that she stick to dolls and focus on school. One night she
overhears them ruefully acknowledge the limited options that lie in store for most African-American girls:
teaching, nursing, or being a maid. Marcenia promises herself that she'll achieve her goal. Opportunity
arrives in the form of Gabby Street, manager of the St. Louis Cardinals, who runs a free baseball camp for
kids. He's impressed by her talent, but doesn't allow girls to participate. The story ends with her acceptance
into the camp and her determination to make her dream come true. An afterword sums up Lyle's name
change and her career, including the fact that she filled the spot vacated by Hank Aaron when he joined the
Major Leagues. Hubbard's lively text does a fine job of capturing this young heroine's unquenchable spirit.
DuBurke's balanced pen-and-ink and acrylic artwork strongly supports the mood and emotion of the text.
Much like its winsome, pigtailed heroine, this heartwarming picture book will inspire and engage dreamers
young and old. --School Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

The e-book untitled Catching the Moon: The Story of a Young Girl's Baseball Dream is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Catching the Moon: The Story of a Young Girl's Baseball Dream from the publisher
to make you more enjoy free time.

Noel Stevens:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Catching the Moon: The Story of a Young Girl's Baseball Dream.

Damon Smith:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Catching the Moon: The Story of a Young Girl's
Baseball Dream can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?



Latashia Bartlett:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Catching the Moon: The Story of a Young Girl's Baseball Dream when you necessary it?
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