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Considering that much of human society is structured through its interaction with
non-human animals, and since human society relies heavily on the exploitation of
animals to serve human needs, human–animal studies has become a rapidly
expanding field of research, featuring a number of distinct positions,
perspectives, and theories that require nuanced explanation and contextualization.

The first book to provide a full overview of human–animal studies, this volume
focuses on the conceptual construction of animals in American culture and the
way in which it reinforces and perpetuates hierarchical human relationships
rooted in racism, sexism, and class privilege. Margo DeMello considers
interactions between humans and animals within the family, the law, the religious
and political system, and other major social institutions, and she unpacks the
different identities humans fashion for themselves and for others through
animals. Essays also cover speciesism and evolutionary continuities; the role and
preservation of animals in the wild; the debate over zoos and the use of animals
in sports; domestication; agricultural practices such as factory farming;
vivisection; animal cruelty; animal activism; the representation of animals in
literature and film; and animal ethics. Sidebars highlight contemporary
controversies and issues, with recommendations for additional reading,
educational films, and related websites. DeMello concludes with an analysis of
major philosophical positions on human social policy and the future of
human–animal relations.
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Considering that much of human society is structured through its interaction with non-human animals, and
since human society relies heavily on the exploitation of animals to serve human needs, human–animal
studies has become a rapidly expanding field of research, featuring a number of distinct positions,
perspectives, and theories that require nuanced explanation and contextualization.

The first book to provide a full overview of human–animal studies, this volume focuses on the conceptual
construction of animals in American culture and the way in which it reinforces and perpetuates hierarchical
human relationships rooted in racism, sexism, and class privilege. Margo DeMello considers interactions
between humans and animals within the family, the law, the religious and political system, and other major
social institutions, and she unpacks the different identities humans fashion for themselves and for others
through animals. Essays also cover speciesism and evolutionary continuities; the role and preservation of
animals in the wild; the debate over zoos and the use of animals in sports; domestication; agricultural
practices such as factory farming; vivisection; animal cruelty; animal activism; the representation of animals
in literature and film; and animal ethics. Sidebars highlight contemporary controversies and issues, with
recommendations for additional reading, educational films, and related websites. DeMello concludes with an
analysis of major philosophical positions on human social policy and the future of human–animal relations.
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Editorial Review

Review

As one of the founders of this field and someone who has helped guide its development, DeMello is uniquely
situated to write this book. She does an admirable job detailing the history of human–animal studies, its
intricate relations to other fields, and its multi/interdisciplinarity. The right book at the right time.

(Claire Jean Kim, University of California, Irvine)

A 'must' book to own and read. Each chapter is filled with insights extending our understanding of the role
and meaning of non-human animals in the modern age. Animals and Society is an essential addition to our
bookshelves, required readings, citations lists, and textbook adoptions.

(Arnold Arluke, Northeastern University)

The first published text in human–animal studies, this volume undoubtedly sets the standard. Comprehensive
in scope, multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary in approach, painstakingly researched and wonderfully
written, it should be the choice for human-animal studies courses in a variety of disciplines. A most
impressive accomplishment.

(Clifton P. Flynn, University of South Carolina Upstate)

A valuable resource.... Recommended.

(Choice)

Animals and Society is a substantial encyclopedic resource for understanding the nature of our interactions
involving animals.

(D. Wayne Dworsky San Francisco Book Review)

DeMello's book surpasses the typical textbook in offering a well-written overview of the field, with historical
and cultural coverage of the changing categorizations of animals, the social construction of animals, the
various human use of animals, attitudes toward animals, and symbolic manifestations of animals.

(Zeteo)

A well-considered and artfully structured work that provokes thoughtful reflection and stimulates ideas for
both theoretical and applied study; it is a worthwhile addition to my library.

(Anne McBride PsycCritiques)



Organizing a new, interdisciplinary field is no easy task, and overall DeMello has done a very fine job.

(Humanimalia: A Journal of Human/Animal Interface Studies)

About the Author

Margo DeMello teaches anthropology and sociology at Central New Mexico Community College. Her books
include Speaking for Animals: Animal Autobiographical Writing; Teaching the Animal: Human-Animal
Studies Across the Disciplines; Stories Rabbits Tell: A Natural and Cultural History of a Misunderstood
Creature; and Why Animals Matter: The Case for Animal Protection.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

The particular book Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this book.

Gayle Oconnell:

This Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten
or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Irene Parker:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies this
guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.



Jack Godina:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Animals and Society: An
Introduction to Human-Animal Studies or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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