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For centuries writers have used participatory experience as a lens through which
to better see the world at large and as a means of exploring the self. Considering
various types of participatory writing as different strains of one style—immersion
writing—Robin Hemley offers new perspectives and practical advice for writers
of this nonfiction genre.

Immersion writing can be broken down into the broad categories of travel
writing, immersion memoir, and immersion journalism. Using the work of such
authors as Barbara Ehrenreich, Hunter S. Thompson, Ted Conover, A. J. Jacobs,
Nellie Bly, Julio Cortazar, and James Agee, Hemley examines these three major
types of immersion writing and further identifies the subcategories of the quest,
the experiment, the investigation, the infiltration, and the reenactment. Included
in the book are helpful exercises, models for immersion writing, and a chapter on
one of the most fraught subjects for nonfiction writers—the ethics and legalities
of writing about other people.

A Field Guide for Immersion Writing recalibrates and redefines the way writers
approach their relationship to their subjects. Suitable for beginners and advanced
writers, the book provides an enlightening, provocative, and often amusing ook
at the ways in which nonfiction writers engage with the world around them.
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For centuries writers have used participatory experience as a lens through which to better see the world at
large and as a means of exploring the self. Considering various types of participatory writing as different
strains of one style—immersion writing—Robin Hemley offers new perspectives and practical advice for
writers of this nonfiction genre.
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Conover, A. J. Jacobs, Néellie Bly, Julio Cortazar, and James Agee, Hemley examines these three major types
of immersion writing and further identifies the subcategories of the quest, the experiment, the investigation,
the infiltration, and the reenactment. Included in the book are helpful exercises, models for immersion
writing, and a chapter on one of the most fraught subjects for nonfiction writers—the ethics and legalities of
writing about other people.

A Field Guide for Immersion Writing recalibrates and redefines the way writers approach their relationship to
their subjects. Suitable for beginners and advanced writers, the book provides an enlightening, provocative,
and often amusing look at the ways in which nonfiction writers engage with the world around them.
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Editorial Review
Review

Hemley constructs a vocabulary and taxonomy for the immersion genre and makes a compelling argument
for why these books matter, beyond the gimmickry, and why these stories hit home.

(Dinty W. Moore author of Between Panic and Desire)

A Field Guide for Immersion Writing isindispensable. In it, Robin Hemley is very funny but serious all the
while. He explains and defines and prompts and reports with great clarity, teaching and informing and urging
as he entertains. The quotations and examples from accomplished writers are generous and just plain great,
many of them from essays and articles and books I’ ve missed, with lessons in the most unexpected places.
‘A good book is always about more than one thing,” Robin says, and the Field Guide is a book about life as
much asit’s about writing. | mean, it’s that important, whether you plan to write or not.

(Bill Roorbach author of Writing Life Sories and Contemporary Creative Nonfiction)

This‘field guide’ is exactly that: lessons for writers wishing to practice these forms. It brings principles of
ethnographic methodologies into focus for writers not schooled in introductory anthropology. It isaso an
entertaining survey of contemporary writing. Hemley’s categorical approach servesto highlight similarities
and (sometimes subtle) differences among these forms and the practices that create them.

(Choice)

Raobin Hemley has written an excellent book on immersion writing. . . . He writes with humour and passion
and injects himself into the prose, thus making for a great example of what heisdescribing. . . . Thereare
many writing books and sometimesiit is difficult to know which, if any, are useful. Thisoneis because it has
adifferent focus, gives numerous fine examples and is written with verve and wit.

(Sue Bond M/C Reviews)

About the Author

Robin Hemley is a professor of English at the University of lowa and director of the Nonfiction Writing
Program. Heis author or editor of eight booksincluding "Do-Over!" and "Turning Life into Fiction" and is
editor of the magazine "Defunct.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christina Love:

Reading a book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book



and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this A Field Guide for Immersion Writing: Memoir, Journalism, and Travel, you are able to
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading areserve.

Michad Short:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be A Field Guide for Immersion Writing: Memoir, Journalism,
and Travel why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you.
Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Bryant Davidson:

The book untitled A Field Guide for Immersion Writing: Memoir, Journalism, and Travel contain alot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice go through.

Willie Bergeron:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular A Field Guide for Immersion Writing: Memoair,
Journalism, and Travel can give you alot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have A Field Guide for
Immersion Writing: Memoir, Journalism, and Travel.
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